Blood supply of the abdomen revisited, with emphasis on the superficial inferior epigastric artery.
The key to understanding the blood supply of the anterior hemiabdomen is knowledge of the central superficial inferior epigastric artery system and the peripheral contribution of the epigastric, deep and superficial circumflex, and iliac arteries and external oblique perforators. These systems all feed into the subdermal plexus of the anterior abdominal wall. Angiographic confirmation of multiple communications between the superficial inferior epigastric artery and other major sources of abdominal wall blood supply has been obtained. Experience using the superficial inferior epigastric artery flap as a pedicled and microsurgical transfer has been described.